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Dear Retirees,
A few last words before I retire to my UMMRA webmaster
position. I would like to encourage all UMM retirees as well as
University of Minnesota retirees living near Morris to join our
organization.   Yearly  membership  is  very  affordable,
$10/year/person. We have six to nine events every year and you
will receive four newsletters per year. The newsletter will bring
you information about UMM and your fellow retirees.
We also have many opportunities to volunteer for activities
related to UMMRA. For example, at this moment we are
seeking an individual to serve as our representative on the Twin
Cities  campus  UMRA  Board.   They  meet  monthly  in
Minneapolis. If you are interested in such a position, let the
UMMRA president or past president know.
I want to thank all the UMMRA Board members for their
cooperation for the past three years.
Andy Lopez
UMMRA President 2013-2015  
Hello Members!
It is with pride and pleasure that I write my first column to you as
president of this association.  I also extend a warm welcome to
our newest members. The first item of business is to ask you to
complete the enclosed questionnaire.  This helps us know what
kinds of activities interest you as we plan our future events. 
The second item is that UMMRA needs a new secretary! 
 Bonnie Tipcke has resigned her position effective July 1, 2015, as
they prepare to move closer to the grandchildren!  Sincere
thanks to Bonnie for serving as our secretary; we will miss you
and Tip! 
Enjoy your summer, and I hope to see you out and about town! 
 Mark your calendars now for our September 3 fall kick-off
event!
Maggie Larson
UMMRA President 2015-2017
Newly retired staff and faculty who attended the
annual  Recognition  Dinner  are,  front  l-r:  Melody
Veenendaal  (Student  Affairs),  Carol  Cook
(Education),  Donna  Chollett (Social  Sciences),
Barb  Hesse (Center  for  Small  Towns),  Dave
Savela (Computing  Services).  Back,  l-r:  Rick
Reimers (Facilities  Management),  Sara  Haugen
(Student Activities), Bobbie Charles (Admissions),
Lowell  Rasmussen (Facilities  Management).
Retirees  not  pictured:  Mary  Huebner (Facilities
Management), Loretta Leonard (Dining Services),
Janice  Raths (Residential  Life).  [University
Relations photo]
Coming Events
All  UMMRA  members  are  welcome  to  attend
meetings  and  events.  Watch  your  UMMRA email
for details.
Thursday, July 9: Crazy Days in Morris, the same 
week as Prairie Pioneer Days weekend. Note the 
change of date from previous years.
Thursday,  September  3:  11:45  a.m.,  First
Thursday  UMMRA  potluck,  Stevens  County
Historical Museum. Join us to thank and celebrate
with  Randee  Hokanson  as  she  prepares  for
retirement  from  the  museum  on  September  15.
View the Morris Fire Department exhibit.  Bring a
dish to pass. Coffee, cold beverage and dining ware
will be provided. All retirees are welcome!
FACULTY AND STAFF NEWS
Outgoing UMMRA president Andy Lopez passed
the torch (in this case, a thick president’s binder) to
incoming president  Maggie Larson (above) during
the UMMRA Annual Meeting. Other members  of
the UMMRA Board of Directors are: Lynn Schulz,
treasurer;  Bonnie  Tipcke,  secretary  (thru  7/1);
Judy  Riley,  newsletter  editor/historian;  Ken
Hodgson,  Roger  Boleman,  members-at-large;
Bernice  Erdahl,  Cathy  Kemble,  volunteer
coordinators;  Laird  Barber,  UMRA  TC
representative; Andy Lopez, webmaster.
Capping  the  academic  year,  faculty  and  staff
who received awards include:
Sarah  Buchanan,  French,  Horace  T.  Morse-
Alumni  Award  for  Outstanding  Contributions  to
Undergraduate Education
Jim  Cotter,  geology,  UMM  Alumni  Association
Teaching Award
Jess  Larson,  studio  art,  University  of  Minnesota
John Tate Award for Undergraduate Advising
Ted  Pappenfus,  chemistry,  Horace  T.  Morse-
Alumni  Award  for  Outstanding  Contributions  to
Undergraduate Education
Sarah Ashkar,  Academic  Center  for  Enrichment,
Mary Martelle Award
Gail  Boe,  Facilities  Management,  Outstanding
Support Staff Award, Teamsters 
Nancy  Erdahl,  Post  Office,  Outstanding  Support
Staff Award, Civil Service
Troy Goodnough, Center for Small Towns, Morris
Academic Staff Award
Melody Veenendaal, Student Affairs, Outstanding
Support Staff Award, AFSCME
Athletic  director  Mark Fohl was  honored  during
the  Upper  Midwest  Athletic  Conference  Athletic
Directors/Presidents meeting for his years of service
to  the  conference.  Fohl,  who  came  to  UMM  in
1985,  has  served  as  UMM athletic  director  since
1987 when  former  Athletic  Director  Willis  Kelly
retired. Fohl will retire at the end of June.
Robert  J.  Cushman has  been  hired  as  the  17th
head football  coach at  UMM. Cushman comes  to
Morris from Augustana College in Rock Island, Ill.,
where he produced five Academic All-Americans, a
National  Football  Foundation  Scholar  and  an
NCAA Division  III  All-American.  He  earned  his
bachelor’s  degree  in  communications  at  the
University  of  Puget  Sound  (Washington),  a
nationally recognized liberal arts college.
UMM hosted  a  celebration for  retired  Minority
Student  Program  (MSP)  Director  William  (Bill)
Stewart's  90th birthday  (above) as well as for his
many contributions to the Morris campus on May 2
at  the  McNamara  Alumni  Center  in  Minneapolis.
From a UMM News Service release: “In 25 years of
service  Stewart  touched the  lives  of  thousands of
Morris  students  and  championed  the  concerns,
needs  and  accomplishments  of  students  of  color.
His legacy lives on as the campus continues to lead
the University in  a  diverse student  body,  with 26
percent student of color enrollment.”
Kerri Barnstuble, UMM Center for Small Towns,
will  serve  as  the  2015-17  Coordinator  for  the
Commission on Women. In her application for the
position,  Kerri  noted  a  "...passion  for  women's
advocacy...[that  is]  central  to  [her]  personal  and
professional  identity."   Her  academic  background
includes an undergraduate concentration in gender
and  women's  studies  and  a  two-year  graduate
assistantship  at  the  University  of  Iowa  Women's
Resource and Action Center. 
Roger  Rose,  associate  professor  of  political
science, will  be  the  next  faculty  director  of  The
Center for Small Towns for a three-year term.  He
replaces  Arne  Kildegaard,  who  is  leaving  the
position after four years to become the chair of the
Division of Social Science.
The Morris Area Chamber of Commerce is looking
for  volunteers  who  would  be  willing  to  donate  a
couple of hours a month to fill bags, envelopes, etc.
Please contact  the Chamber at  589-1242 for more
information or to be added to their volunteer list.  
SAD NEWS
•  Services  were  held  May  19  for  Michael  C.
Rooney,  who  passed  away  May  14.  Mr.  Rooney
was the father  of  Ann Kolden,  science and math
staff.
Former retirees welcomed newly retired staff and
faculty (above) during UMMRA’s Annual Meeting
held April 2 at the Prairie Inn. Chancellor Jacquie
Johnson presented a campus update: “The campus is
healthy with the largest number of qualified student
applicants  ever.”  Nomination  and  election  of
UMMRA officers was also held.
UMMRA BOARD YEAR IN REVIEW, 2014-2015
 The Fall Picnic was hosted by Van and Sue Gooch at their home in Farwell.
 October’s Quarterly Meeting was held at newly opened Mi Mexico in the City Center Mall in Morris.
Ron Kubik spoke about ideas for group events and increasing membership. Later in the day interested
UMMRA members attended a public performance of the Rose Ensemble at Assumption Church in Morris.
 Ferolyn Angell spoke about her research during the November First Thursday gathering at Old No. 1.
 A holiday potluck was hosted at the historic home of  Bonnie  and Tip Tipcke in December. Members
enjoyed great food and lively conversation surrounded by the beautiful rooms and holiday trees decorated
with ornaments the Tipckes have collected over the years.
 Student Kelly Fischer spoke about her research with bees during the February Quarterly Meeting, held at
LaFave House.
 In March, the Board and members heard a community update from representatives of the Morris Area
Chamber of Commerce.
 Chancellor Jacquie Johnson gave a campus update at the April Annual Meeting.
 UMMRA members volunteered during UMM Commencement in May.
In other business:
• Karla  Klinger was  recognized  for  her  eight-year  service  as  UMMRA Info  editor  and  UMMRA
historian. Judy Riley assumed those roles effective with the June 2014 newsletter issue. 
• A $500 donation was given to UMM’s Scholarship Fund as a memorial to deceased UMMRA members
and a $50 donation was given to the Stevens County Historical Museum as a thank you for use of their
facilities for occasional UMMRA meetings.
EDITOR’S NOTE: UMMRA Info welcomes Morris campus faculty and staff (including retirees) who would be
willing  to  write  a  short  piece  about  their  UMM experience  during  the  1970s,  1980s  or  1990s  for  future
publication  in  this  newsletter.  Please  contact  UMMRA  Info  editor  Judy  Riley  for  details,
rileyjk@morris.umn.edu
UMMRA MEMBERSHIP DUES 2015-16
Lynn Schulz, Treasurer Date ___________________
17142 U.S. Hwy 59
Morris, MN 56267
Name(s): 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Address: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail: __________________________________________________     
Telephone # _______________________________
Worked at UMM  from ______________ to ______________         
Retired from (Unit, 
Dept.)_____________________________________________________________________________
Enclosed is $________ for dues for one year (July 1, 2015-June 30, 2016) for ______ person(s) @ 
$10 per person. Please make check payable to UMMRA.  (Dues are waived for 2015-16 retirees; 
however, please fill out the form and mail it to Lynn Schulz at the above address to activate the 
waiver.)
List activities, travels, or significant events you have been involved in during this past year. The 
treasurer will forward this information for possible inclusion in an upcoming UMMRA Info 
newsletter.
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
What kind of activities would you like to see UMMRA provide? (Check your 
preferences)  Museums __ Wineries/Breweries__ Concerts__ Plays __ Movies __ Dining
__ Sports (Twins, etc.) __ Discounts __
How do you want to receive the UMMRA Newsletter? (check one )
________ electronically 
________ through regular USPS mail
If electronically, please provide your e-mail address if you haven’t already included it 
above.
